Elephant grass is an opportunistic weed with the ability to persist in disturbed areas, out-competing other native vegetation. In north Queensland, populations of elephant grass have become naturalised, and it may only be a matter of time before these infestations begin to replace native vegetation. Ornamental plantings of elephant grass should be avoided in all cases, and existing forage plantings should be managed or removed. Serious infestations can be avoided by acting now.
Legal requirements
Elephant grass is not a prohibited or restricted invasive plant under the Biosecurity Act 2014. However, by law, everyone has a general biosecurity obligation (GBO) to take reasonable and practical steps to minimise the risks associated with invasive plants and animals under their control.
Local governments must have a biosecurity plan that covers invasive plants and animals in their area. This plan may include actions to be taken on certain species. Some of these actions may be required under local laws. Contact your local government for more information.
Description
Elephant grass is a tufted perennial grass that can grow in stands up to 4 m high. It has pale green leaves up to 4 cm in width, with a strong midrib tapering to a fine point. The large flower heads range in colour from yellow to purple, and can be up to 30 cm in length. Each flower head has fine bristles along the spike.
Elephant grass is similar in appearance to sugar cane, but has narrower leaves and does not grow to the same height (cane will grow to 6 m).
Elephant grass can spread by wind, moving water and seeds attached to fur, clothing and vehicles. Also spread by humans moving plants or plant parts.
Control
Elephant grass can be grazed or dug/dozed out.
There is no herbicide currently registered for control of elephant grass in Queensland; however, an off-label use permit allows the use of various herbicides for the control of environmental weeds in non-agricultural areas, bushland and forests.
Prior to using the herbicides listed under PER11463 you must read or have read to you and understand the conditions of the permit. To obtain a copy of this permit visit www.apvma.gov.au
Further information
Further information is available from your local government office, or by contacting Biosecurity Queensland on 13 25 23 or visit www.biosecurity.qld.gov.au.
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